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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. 

THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 has been amended to clarify the recitations of the 
recording means and the indication means, as supported by the 
disclosure in the specification at, for example, page 12, line 23 
to page 15, line 18. More generally, see, for example. Fig. 5 
and the corresponding disclosure in the specification. 

Claims 2 and 3 have been amended to clarify the timing at 
which the "indicating" is performed and the timing at which the 
terminating of the sound recording is performed, as supported by 
the disclosure in the specification at, for example, page 12, 
line 23 to page 18, line 14. More generally, see, for example. 
Fig. 5 and the corresponding disclosure in the specification. 

Claim 2 has also been amended to correct a minor clerical 
error at line 2, and claim 4 has been amended to correct a 
typographical error at line 2. 

Finally, claims 7-9 have been added to recite additional 
features of the apparatus, method, and computer readable 
recording medium, of their respective parent claims 1, 2 and 3, 
as supported by the disclosure in Fig. 5 (see, for example. 
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steps S4 to S14 and S18) and the corresponding disclosure in the 
specification . 

No new matter has been added, and it is respectfully- 
requested that the amendments to the claims be approved and 
entered. 

THE PRIOR ART REJECTION 

Claims 1-6 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being obvious 
in view of the combination of USP 6,282,330 ("Yokota et al") and 
USP 7,239,348 ("Miyazaki") . These rejections, however, are 
respectfully traversed with respect to the claims as amended 
hereinabove . 

With respect to the independent claims, Yokota et al has 
only been cited as disclosing image selection means as recited in 
claim 1, and the first steps of each of claims 2 and 3, and the 
Examiner acknowledges that Yokota et al does not disclose any of 
the other features recited in claims 1, 2 and 3. For this 
reason, Miyazaki has been cited to supply the missing teachings 
of Yokota et al . 

Yokota et al discloses, in Fig. 10 and the corresponding 
written description, selecting images from a pool of images and 
arranging the images in an arbitrary order in a plurality of 
pages. (See Fig. 10 and column 12, lines 44-65, cited by the 
Examiner . ) 
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Contrary to the Examiner's assertion on page 2 of the Office 
Action, however, Yokota et al does not disclose causing a 
plurality of image data to be displayed in a desired sequence in 
a second view window to be sequentially selected and displayed . 
Indeed, according to Yokota et al, the images are arranged to be 
printed (column 14, lines 25-31) . 

Miyazaki is directed to a digital camera which plays back 
images and music simultaneously, and in which processing is 
performed to cause the playback time of the music to coincide 
substantially with the playback time for the images (see the 
abstract, for example) . 

It is respectfully submitted that Miyazaki merely discloses 
selecting stored images to be played back and selecting stored 
music to be played back, and setting and adjusting playback times 
for the images and music. (See column 7, line 44 to column 8, 
line 27 and column 9, lines 4-16 with respect to images and 
music, and see column 8, line 31 to column 9, line 16 with 
respect to movies and music. Processes executed according to the 
invention of Miyazaki are described in columns 10-13 and shown in 
the flowcharts of Figs. 11-15, for example.) And it is 
respectfully submitted that Miyazaki clearly does not disclose, 
teach or suggest the features of amended independent claims 1-3 
that are not disclosed by Yakota et al . 
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More specifically, it is respectfully submitted that 
Miyazaki clearly does not disclose, teach or suggest: recording 
means for converting audio signals, supplied while the image data 
is sequentially selected and displayed in the desired sequence , 
into audio data as digital signals to record the resultant audio 
data; and indication means for, while the image data is 
sequentially selected and displayed and during recording of the 
audio data , indicating a corresponding playback position in the 
audio data for each selected image data. 

With the structure recited in amended independent claim 1, a 
plurality of image data is sequenced to be displayed in a desired 
sequence in a second view window. While the image data is being 
sequentially selected and displayed , audio data is recorded. 
During recording of the audio data and while the image data is 
being sequentially selected and displayed , a corresponding 
playback position in the audio data for each selected image data 
is indicated. And each selected image data is linked with the 
audio data at the corresponding indicated playback position in 
the desired sequence. 

By contrast, Miyazaki discloses selecting images and music 
to be played back together, and Miyazaki discloses causing the 
playback time of the images (stills and/or movies) and the 
playback time of the music to coincide. Miyazaki, however, does 
not disclose, teach or suggest, recording the audio data while 
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the images are sequentially selected and displayed. And Miyazaki 
does not disclose, teach or suggest indicating playback positions 
of the images in the audio data during recording of the audio 
data and while the images are sequentially selected and 
displayed. 

Indeed, according Figs. 16-18 of Miyazaki and the 

corresponding written description, which was cited by the 
Examiner, the user selects images and a playback order and time 
thereof (Figs. 16 and 17), and the user selects music to be 
played back with the images (Fig. 17) . The user also selects 
whether the playback time of the images or the playback time of 
the music is to be used to determine the total playback time (in 
this case, the playback time of the images is selected) , the user 
selects processing to be applied to the images and music, and the 
user selects a storage format of the images and music (Fig. 18) . 

Clearly, this procedure according to Miyazaki does not even 
suggest recording means for converting audio signals, supplied 
while the image data is sequentially selected and displayed , into 
audio data as digital signals to record the resultant audio data, 
or indication means for, while the image data is sequentially 
selected and displayed and during recording of the audio data , 
indicating a corresponding playback position in the audio data 
for each selected image data, as recited in amended independent 
claim 1. 
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Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that even if 
Miyazaki were combinable with Yokota et al as suggested by the 
Examiner, the resultant combination would not achieve or fairly 
suggest the structure recited in amended independent claim 1. 

Moreover, each of independent claims 2 and 3 recites, in 
particular, a second step comprising: starting a sound recording 
operation for converting supplied audio signals into audio data 
as digital signals to record the resultant data; indicating, 
while the image data is sequentially selected and displayed and 
during the sound recording operation , a corresponding playback 
position in the audio data for each selected image data; and then 
terminating the sound recording. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that 
Miyazaki clearly does not suggest indicating, while the image 
data is sequentially selected and displayed and during the sound 
recording operation , a corresponding playback position in the 
audio data for each selected image data. 

It is respectfully pointed, moreover, that according to 
claims 2 and 3, the sound recording is terminated after the 
indicating is performed. By contrast, Miyazaki discloses playing 
back selected images with selected (already recorded) music. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that even if 
Miyazaki were combinable with Yokota et al as suggested by the 
Examiner, the resultant combination also would not achieve or 
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fairly suggest the structure recited in amended independent 
claims 2 and 3. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that 
the present invention as recited in amended independent 
claims 1-3 and claims 4-9 depending therefrom clearly patentably 
distinguish over Yokota et al and Miyazaki, even if considered 
together, under 35 USC 103. 



Entry of this Amendment, allowance of the claims and the 
passing of this application to issue are respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any comments, questions, objections or 
recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the telephone number given below for prompt 
action . 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Douglas Holtz/ 

Douglas Holtz 
Reg. No. 33,902 

Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 
220 Fifth Avenue - 16^^ Floor 
New York, New York 10001-7708 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
Fax No. (212) 319-5101 
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